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1 Introduction   

Elm Village Estate comprises 162 homes housing 500 people in the London Borough 

of Camden, North London.  

It is located to the east of the Regents Canal approximately 1.2km north of the main 

line stations of Kings Cross and St Pancras. The site was formerly railway sidings and 

was developed for residential use in the 1980s, completing 1983. It consists mainly of 

terraced houses with mews courtyards and a central crescent space, plus a block of 

flats fronting on to Barker Drive, and a group of thirteen supported housing units.  

Some of the homes are privately owned on long leases; the rest, and all the common 

areas (including all the land which is the subject of this application) are owned by the 

Housing Association Places for People, the applicant. 

This application is made to supplement and amend a previous application for planning 

permission submitted to Camden Council in September 2009 under reference 

2009/4042/P. The previous application was granted 17 November 2009. It concerned 

alterations to three separate sub-sites within the Estate. The current application is to 

vary the content of the proposals at one only of the three sub-sites; the other two 

have now been constructed in accordance with the approved proposals. 
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2 Application Site : Existing Use and Condition  

This application is for improvements to the boundary of a small open space on the 

Elm Village Estate. The location is shown on Figure 1, and a photo is at Figure 2. 

The site is known as the northern canal side space. It has a series of steps and a gated 

access to the towpath of the Grand Union Canal which runs along the south-eastern 

boundary of the Estate. Just visible in the photo is the existing steel gate and a length 

of railing on top of the stepped wall next to this access. The site also includes a 

paved area with views over the boundary brick wall to the canal. This wall is 

surmounted by a painted wooden guard rail/balustrade visible in Figure 2. A detailed 

plan and elevations of the existing site are enclosed separately with this application. 

The site was originally designed and built at the same time as the rest of the estate, 

to provide communal garden space for its residents.  It is only accessible by locked 

gates: one at the junction with the towpath seen in Figure 2, and the other at the 

start of the passage between the surrounding houses providing access to the site 

from within the estate. 
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Figure 1: Plan of Elm Village Estate showing location of application site 
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Figure 2: Photo of existing site  

 

 


